A year ago in September construction on sections of the Valley 
Expressway (US 83) were nearing completion. The picture above 
was taken by Automation Division’s Ron Builta just west of Pharr. 
This September many sections of US 83 were completed but im- 
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passable as Hurricane Beulah wreaked havoc with the Texas 
coast. Bert Lundell’s aerial photograph, taken west of McAllen, is 


typical of the Valley’s inundation. Comprehensive coverage of the 
hurricane, one of the worst in U.S. history, will be run next month. 
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About Our Covers 

The welcome mat was out to more than 2,300 highway 
supporters and dignitaries packing Austin’s Municipal Audi- 
torium September 26 for the Texas Highway Department’s 
Golden Anniversary Celebration. The haze didn’t hide or 
diminish the luster of the marquee, photographed at sunset 
by Bob Gates. On the back cover is a picture taken by 
Herman Kelly as the invocation was given. The photograph 
has been printed vertically so it can be framed in com- 
memoration of the historic occasion. 


including the past and present v 

the history of dividends paid, the 
company’s assets, and the demand for 

But above all, his investigation should detert 
what the company is doing for the future. 


How would the Texas Highway Department — ce h 


stand up to a_ prospective stock purchaser's 
scrutiny? First, take up the matter of manage- 
ment. The chief executive of the Highway Depart- 
ment is internationally known as an outstanding 
planner, engineer, and manager. That top man- 
agement had the foresight to prepare for the 
Interstate system prior to its inception, and thus 
was able to enter into the program far ahead 
of most other highway departments, is indicative 
of the Departments outstanding leadership. 

The investor would also find that the highway 
system has shown a continuous growth since the 


and that the Sanne is prep 
future because of its research. — 

So the answer to the question, ” “We 
buy stock in the Texas Highway Dene 
it were available?” would be answered 
resounding “Yes!” 


This editorial appeared in RESEARCH NOTES, a : 
lication of District 12, Houston. 
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ENDOWMENT—State Highway Engineer D. C. Greer, right, receives a 
$60,000 check creating an endowment fund in his name at Texas A&M 


T was the night of nights for the 
I Texas Highway Department—and 
for State Highway Engineer Dewitt C. 
Greer. 

Never before had so many digni- 
taries gathered to honor a state agency 
or a state highway engineer. 

The Governor of Texas was there, 
along with the lieutenant governor, 
two former governors, former High- 
way Commission members, two former 
state highway engineers, numerous 
state senators and _ representatives, 
county judges, chambers of commerce 
members, and construction industry 
leaders. 

The night was September 26, 1967. 
The place was the Municipal Audi- 


Gilvin of Amarillo. 


torium in Austin. More than 2,300 
persons attended the $10-a-plate din- 
ner to salute the Texas Highway De- 
partment. 

H. C. Pittman Jr., executive vice 
president of the Texas Automobile 
Dealers’ Association, was master of 
ceremonies and introduced distin- 
guished guests. A surprise visitor was 
Mrs. W. R. (Birdie Dee) Eccles who 
was the first secretary for the Highway 
Department. She had driven by herself 
from Roswell, New Mexico, for the 
occasion. 

“This is Champions’ Night in Aus- 
tin,’ declared Joe M. Kilgore, vice 
chairman of the 50th Anniversary 
Committee which planned the celebra- 


Photographs by Jack Lewis and Herman Kelly 


University from former Governor Allan Shivers, left, and Contractor L. P. 


tion. ‘““The champions we salute are— 

“Those who make up the Texas 
Highway Department, champion road- 
builders of the world. 

“And particularly Dewitt C. Greer 
—champion of state highway engi- 
neers-champion public administrator 
— champion public servant — cham- 
pion man. 

“They deserve this salute. All of us 
want them to have it. All of us want 
to have a part in it. And we also want 
to salute the ones from the Rio Grande 
Valley who couldn’t be here.” Kilgore 
was referring to Highway Department 
personnel and Valley 
were working to restore order in the 
wake of Hurricane Beulah. 


citizens who 


FOR THE GUEST OF HONOR—Governor John Connally applauds D. C. Greer at the 50th anniversary 
celebration in Austin on September 26. The dinner not only saluted the Texas Highway Department but 
honored Greer for his 27 years of outstanding leadership as state highway engineer. 


AN ALL-STAR. LINE-UP—from left: Gibb Gilchrist, Charles F. Hawn, E. H. Thornton Jr., Julian 
Montgomery, John S. Redditt, W. R. Ely, Marshall Formby, and Robert Lee Bobbitt. Gilchrist and 
Montgomery are former state highway engineers; the rest, commissioners. 


Pittman said there were scores of 
letters from all over the United States 


congratulating Dewitt Greer and the — 


Texas Highway Department. He took 
time to read a telegram from “Fidel 
Gomez de Pancho, director of public 
roads and Aggie recruiting in Costa 
Rica.” Here, in all its ungrammatical 
magnificence and misspellings, is the 
telegram: 


“Congratulaciones y buena suerte 


a su cincuenta afios de los caminos de 
superior de Tejas . . . Haga se mucho 
cuidado al los radar y conserve de 
right lane only Diga hasta la 
vista a su officiales de Carrizo Springs 
. . . Coleman . . . Waco)j eam 
burg ... Liberty . . ~ Floreswile 
.. Se no hay Hyannis Port... 
Entonces cuidado mucho . . . de no 
Aggie jokes y los billboards . . . y los 
gasoline tax increase . . . se manda 
nosotros de Petry appointed again y 
quien es el hombre Dingwall? .. . 
Y a usted Senor Greer . . . Vaya con 
Dios al vuelva de Pat Neff Honor 
Camp y Aggie Jazz Band.” 

Highway Commission Member Her- 


bert C. Petry Jr. read the roll call of 
Highway Commissioners dating back 
to 1917, and said the 50th anniversary 
celebration was also in their honor. 


Petry introduced two former state 
highway engineers, Gibb Gilchrist and 
Julian Montgomery. 

Native Texan Francis C. Turner, 
director of the Bureau of Public 
Roads, brought greetings from Wash- 
ington. He said the dinner was a 
tribute to a great highway department 
and a great man. Turner described 
Greer as “a modest man, legendary in 
the highway field, a cooperative man 
with a steel-trap mind. The people of 
this nation owe a debt of gratitude to 
Greer for his highway contributions.” 

Before presenting an engraved silver 
tray to Mrs. Greer, Commission Mem- 
ber Jack Kultgen said, “The Highway 
Commission thought about giving 
Dewitt a couple of neckties, or a tie 
pin, or something like that on his re- 
tirement. But Dewitt quoted us the 
corrupt practices act, and even in- 


¥ 
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voked the Dead Sea Scrolls to tell us 
we couldn’t do it.” However, the Com- 
mission did muster the courage to 
honor the Greers with the tray. 

Then it was Commission Chairman 
Hal Woodward’s turn. Speaking for 
the 17,000 men and women of the 
Highway Department, Woodward told 
the audience, “We are proud of the 
confidence and trust shown by the 
legislature, county judges, and city 
officials during our 50 years of 
growth.” He said the reputation of the 
Highway Department was not made 
in four or five years, but in the last 
40 years. “And the stamp of Dewitt 
Greer is indelible on that record.” 

Woodward presented Greer with a 
color portrait for his home. “And 
Dewitt, it has a swivel mount on it so 
you can turn its face to the wall on 
days of despair, such as Thanksgiving 
afternoons.” 

Pittman read a letter from President 
Lyndon Johnson: 

“I am pleased to join the many 
friends of Dewitt Greer in paying trib- 
ute to his long years of devoted service 
to the people of Texas. 

“The Texas Highway Department 
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ATTENTIVE DIGNITARIES—From left: Jim Taylor, formerly with Texas Motor Transportation Association; 
Mrs. Robert S. Tate, Mrs. Joe Kilgore, J. C. Dingwall, and Mrs, H. C. Pittman. 


LOOK AT THIS MAGAZINE—Mrs. Allan Shivers and Dewitt C. Greer, right, glance through the 50th 
anniversary edition of TEXAS HIGHWAYS while H. C. Pittman, master of ceremonies, checks his notes. 


has been a major force in helping the 
State of Texas grow and prosper, and 
Mr. Greer has been a major force 
in the Department — making his con- 
tributions during the most challenging 
and difficult years of the Department’s 
history. 

“T am sure the pleasure of his retire- 


ment years will be increased by the 
knowledge that his work will continue 
to serve the people of Texas far into 
the future.” 

Former Governor Allan Shivers 
joined the celebration with a tribute 
to Dewitt Greer “A Man We 
Honor.” Shivers named the Highway 


REMINISCING—Dewitt Greer and John Hancock 
Jr. talk about Hancock’s grandfather. John is 
the grandson of Curtis Hancock who served on 
the first Texas Highway Commission, 1917-1919. 


DISTINGUISHED GUESTS—Former Governor Allan Shivers, left, Mrs. Dewitt Greer, and Governor John 
Connally listen intently as the list of distinguished visitors to the 50th anniversary dinner is read. 


Commissioners he had appointed while 
governor. “These were all good men. 
We’ve had many good men on the 
Highway Commission through the 
years. 

“And there was always D. C. Greer. 

“The governors and commissioners 
who have served during the 27 years 
Dewitt has been state highway engi- 
neer must have been impressed, as I 
was, with this modest, intelligent, tact- 
ful individual from East Texas. What — 
a pleasure it was to have an adminis- — 
trator who would move so promptly 
and efficiently. 

“Someone said: ‘I surely admire the 
gracious manner in which Dewitt lets 
other people have his way.’ 

“At this late date I can afford to 
admit that I never knew exactly what 
Dewitt Greer was going to do next, 
nor, for that matter, what he had just 
done. But I was always sure he did. 

“I might say that I slept a little bet- 


IN HONOR OF 50th—Almost 2,400 persons crowded Austin’s Municipal Auditorium to celebrate the Highway Department’s 50 years and to honor Dewitt Greer. 


ter each night knowing Dewitt Greer 
was looking after the Texas highway 
system.” 

Shivers then called Amarillo con- 
tractor L. P. Gilvin to the microphone 
to present Greer with a check for 
$60,000 for the D. C. Greer Endow- 
ment Fund at Texas A&M University 
for its civil engineering department. 

The Dallas delegation added an- 
other $2,500 at the dinner. 

Shivers then presented the “honored 
guest.” 

Greer said the honor in his name 
was just a symbol for the 17,000 em- 
ployees of the Texas Highway Depart- 
ment — “the finest group ever assem- 
bled under one flag.” 

Greer, in turning the check over 
to Earl Rudder, president of Texas 
A&M University, said, “I hope this 
endowment will go a long way toward 
producing more and better engineers 
for the future — and that most of 
them will find their life work in the 
Texas Highway Department. I hope 
it will strengthen the Highway Depart- 
ment by your training of young, 
talented highway engineers.” 

President Rudder told Greer that 
the true measure of a university is 
measured by the length of shadows 
cast by its graduates. “You have cast 
a great shadow across the nation and 
Texas. With this scholarship money 


FACES IN THE CROWD—Hundreds of Highway Department employees attended the historic dinner. 


Here are a few pictures of the “highway family.” 


we hope to give the education and 
guidance to some future Dewitt 
Acteer 5 

Introducing the governor for the 
major address, Greer said, “I would 
like to present him to you as Jarring 
John Connally of Texas.” 

Governor Connally, who had re- 
turned just before the dinner from a 
personal inspection trip of hurricane 
and flood damage in the lower Rio 
Grande Valley, traced the develop- 
ment of the state’s highway program. 

He said in 50 years Texas has built 


a highway system second to none, 
thanks to the bold imagination of men 
like Dewitt Greer. 

“The history of the Texas Highway 
Department is one of evolution... 
of continual changes and advance- 
. of breakthroughs in prog- 


ments. . 
ress. 

“The evolution, though influenced 
by advancements in technology and 
equipment, primarily reflects the re- 
sponsiveness of the Department to the 
needs of the people.” 

Connally said highways will con- 


CONGRATULATIONS—again and again. This time from Bob Swain, International Road Federation, who 
gets a warm handclasp from Greer. 


tinue to be our arteries of economy. 
He cited highway needs through 1985, — 
stressing the emphasis on safety as an 
integral part of the program. The — 
governor departed from his prepared 
text briefly to note that thousands of 
people had fled the Rio Grande Valley — 
before Hurricane Beulah struck at 
Brownsville. These people moved 
over Texas highways, he said, and 
there was not one reported death in 
the whole movement. | 

Connally asked indulgence for a 
personal reference; then he lauded | 
the compassion and human kindness 
of Highway Department men who had 
gone out of their way to alleviate hu- 
man suffering. 

“It is a tribute to State Highway 
Engineer Dewitt Greer. Much of the 
tribute, of course, belongs to the engi- 
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PORTRAIT OF GREER—Members of the Texas Highway Commission present Member Herbert C. Petry Jr., Greer, Highway Department Travel Counselor 
a portrait to Mr. Greer. From left are Commission Chairman Hal Woodward, Mary Lou Baird, and Commission Member J. H. Kultgen. 


neers, the maintenance men — but it 
can’t all go there. There must be a 
man to provide the leadership and the 
inspiration for such deeds.” 

Referring to Shivers’ earlier re- 
marks, Connally said, “I don’t know 
what Dewitt is doing or what he’s 
going to do, but I don’t worry because 
I know it will always be to the best 
interests of this state.” 

Connally said it was only fitting that 
an endowment fund be named in 
Greer’s honor at A&M because, “He 
is a credit to his profession, and he 
stands as an example of what a public 
servant should be.” 

After the benediction by Reverend 
Charles A. Sumners of St. David’s 
Episcopal Church in Austin, hundreds 
of persons lined up to shake hands 
with Greer and to wish him well. @ 


PLEASANT INTERLUDE—Usherette Jan Hoover of Travel and Information Division with Mr. and Mrs. 
Robert Lee Bobbitt of San Antonio. Mr. Bobbitt was chairman of the Highway Commission 1937-1939. 


AN AFTER-DINNER HUG—For Mrs. Robert J. Potts, as Robert Potts Jr—and a host of others—wait 
their turn to shake Greer’s hand. The late Mr. Potts served on the Commission from 1949 to 1955. 


This portrait of Greer, presented at the District Engineer-Division Head 
meeting September 26 by the Highway Commission on behalf of the people 


DAY OF THE FIFTIETH 


G FPTEMBER 26 was a special 
day —for State Highway Engi- 
neer D. C. Greer and the Texas High- 
way Department. 

At two that afternoon, district engi- 
neers, division heads, and other high- 
way Officials gathered in the big hear- 
ing room where Texas Highway Com- 
mission Chairman Hal Woodward pre- 


sented a portrait of Greer. Announcing 
that the portrait “comes from the 
people of Texas — past, present, and 
future employees of the Highway De- 
partment,” Woodward specified that 
the portrait be hung “in a prominent 
and permanent place in the Highway 
Building.” 

The picture, similar to one pre- 


of Texas, now hangs in Austin’s Main Building lobby. From left, Petry, 
Woodward, Greer, and Kultgen. 


sented to Greer that night at the 
Golden Anniversary Dinner for his 
home, now hangs by the information 
booth in the Main Building lobby in 
Austin. 

Greer responded with these words: 
“T am retiring, but I told the people 


of the Department that if they don’t 
do a good job, I'll come back to haunt 


———— x 


them. With my picture hanging here I 
know I'll haunt them.” 
District Engineer Oscar Crain of 
_ Lubbock then asked if he could make 
“a brief announcement.” His “an- 
nouncement” turned out to be another 
presentation — of a bronze plaque of 
Greer — which Crain made “on behalf 
of the Department employees.” 
Crain said, “I have the pleasure of 
presenting to our boss a small token 
of our high regard for him, for his 40 
years of dedicated service. Dewitt 
Greer has been much more than a boss 
to us all — he has been an inspiration 


— an example that we have all aspired 
to emulate. e. 

“His dedication, his integrity, in 
the operation and handling of the 
Texas Highway Department will be 
felt long after we here assembled have 
picked up our marbles, cashed in our 
chips, and gone to whatever reward 
comes to highway engineers.” 

Crain’s words echoed the inscription 
on the plaque, which read, “DEWITT 
CARLOCK GREER .. . In recogni- 
tion and appreciation of the sagacious 
leadership given to the employees of 
the Texas Highway Department... 


Whose personal and professional life 
serves as an inspiration to the past, 
present, and future members of the 
highway family .. .” 

Overwhelmed, Greer was unable to 
speak, but later rose to say, “We’re 
all highway family in this room. 
You're the guys who make the Depart- 
ment; you make or break it. You 
must keep the faith. You will keep the 
faith. There are 50 men in this room 
who would have made good state 
highway engineers. Dingwall will be 
your boss. Give him everything you’ve 
got. Thank you.” @ 


After Woodward’s presentation, District Engineer Oscar Crain 
a bronze plaque, a gift from administrative heads and other Highway 
employees to Greer for his ‘‘sagacious leadership and inspirational life.” 


unveiled 
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IVE TOP-LEVEL administra- 

tive changes were announced 
in the Highway Department as Sep- 
tember drew to a close. 

Bel. DeBerry, district engineer 
at Dallas, will become assistant 
state highway engineer on January 
1, 1968. DeBerry will succeed J. C. 
Dingwall, who becomes state high- 
way engineer on the same date. 

The announcement was made 
jointly by State Highway Engineer 
D. C. Greer and Dingwall. 

Other administrative changes an- 
nounced by Greer and Dingwall: 

@ Archie J. Sherrod, presently 
district engineer in Odessa (District 
6) will be promoted to chief engi- 
neer of Maintenance Operations, 
succeeding John A. Waller,’ who is 
retiring. 

@ John G. Keller, presently dis- 
trict engineer in Beaumont (District 
20) will succeed DeBerry as district 
engineer in Dallas. 

@ Franklin Carter Young, now 
district administrative engineer in 


Top-Level Changes — 


San Antonio, will succeed Keller as 
district engineer in Beaumont. 

@ Paul H. Coleman, assistant 
district engineer at Odessa, will be 
promoted to the district engineer’s 
position there, succeeding Sherrod. 

DeBerry is a native of Bogata, 
Red River County. He joined the 
Highway Department as an instru- 
mentman in Sherman immediately 
after graduation from The Univer- 
sity of Texas in 1937. 

After serving in various engineer 
field capacities in the Paris district, 
he was transferred to San Antonio 
as assistant district engineer in 
1953. In 1958 he was named dis- 
trict engineer at Lufkin and in 1960 
took over as head of the seven- 
county Dallas district. 

During the past seven years, De- 
Berry has been responsible for one 
of the five largest highway construc- 


tion programs in the history of the 
Department. 

During World War I, DeBerry 
served both with the U.S. Corps of 
Engineers and the Navy. He and 
his wife, Pauline, have a daughter, 
Mrs. Thomas H. Moore of Lufkin. 
He is a member of the Christian 
Church. 

Sherrod is a native of Johnsville, 
Erath County. A graduate of Texas 
A&M University, he has been with 
the Highway Department 31 years. 
His assignments have ranged from 
chainman to the top post in the 
Odessa district. He has supervised 
Department activities in the 12- 
county area for the past 912 years. 

Sherrod served in the U.S. Corps 
of Engineers during World War II. 
He and his wife, Mary Lou, have 
two children; a daughter, Mrs. 
Mary Jo York, a teacher in Scurry 


John G. Keller... 
. . . To succeed DeBerry as Dallas DE 


Beaumont DE Paul H. Coleman . . . at Odessa 


. to replace Sherrod. 


San Antonio Administra- 
. . To succeed Keller at Beaumont 


Franklin C. Young .. . 
tive Engineer . 
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County; and a son, Mike, a chemi- 
cal engineer in Odessa. 

Keller will return to the Dallas 
district where he served as assistant 
district engineer from 1960 to 
1964. Keller, 52, was born at Ter- 
rell, Kaufman County. He received 
a civil engineering degree from 
Texas A&M University in 1936. He 
joined the Highway Department as 
a rodman at Hughes Springs, hold- 
ing various field engineering posts 
until World War II when he served 
in the U.S. Corps of Engineers. 

After the war Keller returned to 
the Department. He was named 
senior resident engineer with the 
Urban Expressway Office in Dallas 
in 1949. In 1957 he became district 
administrative engineer, a post he 
held until he was named assistant 
district engineer in 1960. Keller 
was promoted to district engineer at 
Beaumont in October 1964. 

Keller and his wife, Cathryn, are 
members of the Methodist Church. 
They have one daughter, Kaye, two 
sons, and five grandchildren. Both 


Archie J. Sherrod . . . Odessa DE 
. To succeed Waller 


B. L. DeBerry . . . Dallas DE. . . To be Assistant State Highway Engineer 


sons are graduates of Texas A&M 
University. 

Young holds degrees in both civil 
engineering and law. He is a native 
of San Antonio. He received his 
civil engineering degree from Texas 
A&M University in 1949 and im- 
mediately joined the Highway De- 
partment as an engineering assistant 
in San Antonio. 

He attended night sessions at 
St. Mary’s University and received 
a law degree in 1954. He organized 
the Department’s engineering resi- 
dency in Kendall County and be- 
came district right of way engineer 
in San Antonio in 1956. He was 
later promoted to the post of district 
administrative engineer. 

Young is a member of the Epis- 
copal Church. He and his wife, 
Valeria, have two daughters, Vivian 
Sue, 11, and Laura Valeria, 8. 

Coleman is a native of Bonham. 
He graduated from Texas A&M in 
1938 and immediately joined the 
Highway Department as a rodman 


in the Paris district. 

He transferred to Odessa in 1950 
as senior designing engineer. In 
December 1950 he was named 
assistant district engineer. He is a 
member of the Christian Church. 
He and his wife, Tommy Lou, have 
a son, J. P., a student at East Texas 
State University. 

Waller has completed almost 43 
years with the Department. He 
began as an instrumentman in 
Trinity County, subsequently hold- 
ing posts as resident engineer, 
assistant district engineer at Yoa- 
kum, and district engineer at Del 
Rio. 

In 1953 he was made chief engi- 
neer of Maintenance Operations as 
the over-all building authority for 
maintenance, traffic services, land- 
scaping, and buildings for the high- 
way system throughout the state. @ 


*A retirement feature on John Waller 
will appear in a future issue. 
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Among those extolling the late Brady Gentry at dedication of a safety rest area in his honor are, from 
left, State Highway Engineer D. C. Greer, former Highway Commission Chairman John S. Redditt, 
Tyler attorney Ben Johnson, National Youth Foundation Executive Director Dr. Walter Kerr, and Texas 
State Historical Survey Committee President Charles Woodburn. At the podium is Master of Ceremonies 
Harry Loftis, who is vice president of the Tyler Bank and Trust Company. 


#3. 


Tyler attorney Ben Johnson .. . Former Commission Chairman John Redditt . . . 
a . public service is a public trust’ 


" 


. true and straight” 


“HE MOVED WITH THE 
MIGHTY — but he never lost the 
common touch.” : 

Thus was the late Brady Gentry 
described by Tyler attorney Ben John- 
son on Sunday, September 24, at the 
dedication of a safety rest area park 
in Gentry’s memory. 

A crowd of 500 of Gentry’s friends 
from all walks of life gathered at the 
safety rest area on Interstate 20 near 
Van northwest of Tyler. 

Gentry served as chairman of the 
Texas Highway Commission from 
1939 to 1945, and as a Congressman 
for four years. 

While in Congress he was a member 
of the Public Works Committee and 
a leader in planning, drafting, and 
passage of legislation for the Inter- 
state Highway System. 

During his many years of service 
to Texas, Gentry maintained an inter- 
est in highways. As the Smith County 
judge for eight years, he was instru- 
mental in providing that county with 
a fine system of lateral roads and pub- 
lic highways in cooperation with the 
Texas Highway Department. 

By experience and interest, he was 
exceptionally well qualified for the 
post of chairman of the Texas High- 
way Commission when appointed by 
Governor W. Lee O’Daniel in 1939. 
He was the first highway commissioner 
to serve as chairman of the body for 
his full six-year term. 

Chairman Gentry took an active 
interest in the functions of the Texas 
Highway Department, and made it a 
point to visit every county seat in 


A large crowd — and a television cameraman — 
attended the dedication. 


Memorial to Brady Gentry 


Texas while a member of the Com- 
mission. 

At the dedication ceremonies, John- 
son said it was most appropriate that 
the Brady Gentry Memorial be located 
“next to this great highway,” which is 
symbolic of the roads in Texas and 
the nation which he helped conceive, 
promote, and build. 

But here in Gentry’s home counties 
of Van Zandt and Smith, he was 
remembered for far more than his 
interest in highways. Johnson also 
described him as one who had a “deep 
and abiding compassion for the under- 
dog.” He added that Gentry expected 
the underdog to “try” and noted that 
no one took more pride than did Gen- 
try when an underdog won his fight 
for improvement. “Brady loved peo- 
ple, and had faith and confidence in 
people,” Johnson said. 


Also on the program was Judge 


Truett Mayo, county judge of Van 
Zandt County, who saw Mr. Gentry 
as a native son of the county in whom 
the county could take justifiable pride. 

State Highway Engineer D. C. 
Greer responded to Judge Mayo’s 
welcome to the county, noting that 
he was honored to be allowed to pay 
tribute to Brady Gentry, “one whom 
we loved and respected.” 

A House Concurrent Resolution, 
passed by the 60th Legislature on 
May 12, 1967, was read by its author, 
Representative Billy Williamson of 
Tyler. The resolution enumerated 
Gentry’s contributions to the people 
of Texas and the United States, in- 
cluding his service as Smith County 
judge, chairman of the Texas Highway 


Commission (1939-1945), presidency 
of the American Association of State 
Highway Officials, member of Con- 
gress from the Third District, director 
of the Texas Good Roads Associa- 
tion, and his work with young people, 
including his special interest in Tyler 
Junior College. 

Charles Woodburn of Amarillo, 
president of the Texas State Historical 
Survey Committee, also noted that 
placement of the marker alongside a 
modern highway was most fitting since 
the man it honors “made the Texas 
Highway Department recognized 
throughout the nation for its excel- 
lence.” 

John S. Redditt, a former chairman 
of the Texas Highway Commission, 
praised Gentry’s concept of public 
service. He said that every person who 
runs for office says that “public serv- 
ice is a public trust,” but that Brady 
Gentry not only believed in this theory, 
but practiced it as well. “No man has 
ever had a better record” of fulfilling 
his public trust, said Redditt, and 
urged those present to find public 
officials of the caliber of Brady Gentry 
who would serve with honesty. Redditt 
condemned greed in public officials, 
and added that Brady Gentry’s record 
would always be an inspiration to 
public officials. 

The ceremony was concluded by 
the unveiling of the matker by Mrs. 
J. E. White, a sister of Mr. Gentry. 
Another sister, Mrs. O. D. Terry, 
was unable to be present. 

Music for the dedication was fur- 
nished by the Tyler Junior College 
band. @ 


Gentry’s sister, Mrs. J. E. White of Tyler, and 
Greer . . . after unveiling of marker 


Supervising Construction Charles H. 
Reasonover, Assistant District Engineer George C. 
Wall, District Engineer W. W. Potter, all of Tyler, 
and Travel and Information Director Tom H. 


Engineer 


Taylor pause in front of plaque after dedication. 


HE FIRST of the Highway Department’s new 

high-level illumination systems, systems 
that provide a panoramic view of an entire inter- 
change, are about to be installed at Texarkana 
and San Antonio. 

With their panoramic view, the high-level 
systems may provide greater safety, convenience, 
and comfort for freeway drivers, Department 
engineers believe. 

“When we first started research on high- 
level illumination, we envisioned only experi- 
mental installations,” said E. M. Carl, engineer of 
surveys and the contact representative between 
Design Division and Texas Transportation Insti- 
tute. 

“But the Bureau of Public Roads advised that 
it no longer considered high-level illumination 
experimental,” he said. “As a result, we went 
ahead with plans for the section in San Antonio.” 

The San Antonio project is east of the city 
on Interstate Loop 410 and IH 10. It was let to 
contract in August and construction is expected 
to begin soon. 

Plans for the project call for two types of 
illumination: some nineteen 100-foot towers are 
to be provided in the interchange areas of the loop 
section and the intervening normal roadway sec- 
tions will have 50-foot dual-mounted 1,000-watt 
luminaires mounted in the median at a spacing 
of about 300 feet between units. 

The 100-foot towers are to be located so each 
can adequately light a circular area with a diame- 
ter of 1,000 feet, a design criteria determined 
from prior research. 

The Texarkana project is on the interchange 
of Interstate Highway 30 and US Highways 59 
and 71 immediately north of Texarkana on the 
Texas-Arkansas border. 

Its contract calls for construction of a 150- 
foot tower in the center of the interchange. This 
will be the tallest illumination tower on the Texas 
highway system. In fact, it will be the tallest 
tower on any highway in the United States. 

The 150-foot tower will have 10 flood lights, 
five on the Texas side of the interchange and five 
on the Arkansas side. In addition, two 100-foot 
towers will be constructed on the Texas side and 
two on the Arkansas side. 

“After the San Antonio section is complete 
and under traffic,’’ Carl said, “we want to use it 
as a site for continued illumination research 
studies.” 

Main objectives of such studies, he said, 
would be to establish a relationship between 


HIGH-LEVEL 


LIGHTING 


As a result of extensive research, high-level lighting has 
won its wings. Two projects were let recently by the 
Texas Highway Department, and more will follow. Inter- 
changes in San Antonio and Texarkana will be as well 
illuminated as the Huntsville test site shown here. 


Bureau of Public Roads engineers answer questionnaire after driving the test 
course. From left: J. A. Thompson, Edward Kristaponis, Wilson (Red) Lindsay, and 
Jim Rummel. Engineers from THD, TTI, and BPR drove the course three times. 


Texas Transportation Institute participants are, from left, Jack Keese, M. D. Shelby, 
J. J. Rowan, and Ned Walton. 


17 


driver operation, speed of travel, visibility, time 
required for a driver to make a decision and to 
execute a maneuver. 

“We will establish for the first time a cri- 
teria for illumination, if we can prove that illumi- 
nation at night will enhance safety and comfort 
of the driver,” Carl said. 

Carl described some of the research findings 
that led to the installation of the high-level light- 
ing systems. 

“Under conventional methods of freeway 
lighting,” he said, “only areas of conflict, such 
as ramps, were lighted. The rest of the inter- 
change was dark.” 

Without a panoramic view of an interchange 
the driver is tense and indecisive, Carl said; he 
slows down. If the area is lighted for a panoramic 
view, the driver can see well in advance, he can 
maintain his speed and drive in a more relaxed 
manner. 

“We started several years ago to provide 


TTI’s Ned Walton adjusts light measuring equipment in test car. As he drove 
through the interchange, the amount of light was recorded on a graph. 


safety lighting at some interchanges, but only at 
areas of conflict such as entrance and exist ramps 
and crossovers,” Carl] said. a 
He said the idea of high-level lighting devel- 
oped in the last three or four years aS more in- 
formation was accumulated from research. 


The objective for the first research was to = 


determine optimum height for lighting. 

“In the old-type lighting, we found we had a 
puddle of light, then a stretch of darkness and 
another puddle of light,” Carl said. “The eye of 
the driver was continually contracting and ex- 
panding.” : 

Carl said, “We needed area lighting to afford 
a panoramic view of the entire interchange 
area.” 

With the old lighting, he said, we had a 30- 
foot pole with 400-watt units. Spaced 170 feet 
apart, there were areas of darkness. 

“We found that 40-foot poles, spaced 120 
feet apart, made for much better and smoother 
lighting,” he said. 

Later, Carl said, it was found that a 50-foot 
pole with 1,000-watt units was needed for a large 
freeway area. These were spaced from 300 to 330 
feet apart and located either in the median or 
along each side of the freeway. 

Carl was among 10 professional engineers 
selected from BPR, the Highway Department, 
and TTI to conduct a diagnostic evaluation study 
of interchange lighting at the IH 45-SH 30 inter- 
change in Huntsville last August. 

Each man drove through the various inter- 
changing maneuvers under three conditions: no 
lighting, existing safety lighting, and high-level 
lighting. Afterwards, each one answered ques- 
tions on the three conditions and a summary was 
prepared on each question. 

Here is a sampling of the summaries: 

Can the geometric design features of the 
entrance ramp be distinguished in time to make 
the required entrance maneuvers safely? 

With no lighting, only 20 per cent answered 
yes; with safety lighting, 30 per cent answered; 
but with high-level lighting, 100 per cent said yes. 

Do you feel that additional illumination 
would help in distinguishing the design features 
earlier? 

With no lighting, 100 per cent said yes; with 
safety lighting, 90 per cent; and with high level, 
20 per cent. 

Did you feel comfortable in making your exit 
maneuvers? 


With no lighting, none said yes; with safety 


lighting, 10 per cent, yes; and with high level, 40 
per cent. 

Did you feel comfortable in making your 
entrance maneuvers? 

With no lighting, 10 per cent answered yes; 
with safety lighting, 20 per cent; but with high- 
level lighting, 100 per cent said yes. 

Do you feel that additional illumination 
would help in distinguishing the design features 
earlier? 

Under each condition, 100 per cent answered 
yes. 

In your opinion would additional illumination 
make you more comfortable? 

With no lighting and safety lighting, 100 per 
cent said yes. With high-level lighting, only 30 
per cent said yes. 

The superiority of the high-level lighting 
was stressed even more in the last two question 
summaries. 

Asked to rate each condition on a hypotheti- 
cal visibility scale of one to 10, the engineers gave 
high-level lighting a 6.15; safety lighting, 3.45; 
and no lighting, 1.9. 

On a driver comfort scale of one to 10, high 
level received 5.95, safety lighting, 3.35; and no 
lighting, 1.9. @ 


(Left) Dark, dark is the night . . . with nothing to light up this portion of the 
Hunstville test interchange. Test vehicle headlights caused white streaks in center. 
(Above) Visibility increases on the Hunstville interchange lit with conventional 
40-foot poles. (Below) High-level lighting gives drivers a panoramic view of inter- 
change. Lights here are atop 100-foot poles. 
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If rivers could talk, the Pecos would 
be one of the most prolific storytellers 
in Highway Department history. It 
could tell many stories of those it has 
defeated with its treacherous terrain 
and unpredictable waters. None, how- 
ever, would be more exciting than its 
battles with Department bridges. 

Today, a 1,310-foot-long bridge 
spans the forbidding Pecos chasm. It 
is the master of the sheer rock walls 
and sometimes violent waters below. 
The bridges before it were not. 

For years the Pecos and its ally, 
the stubborn land around it, defeated 
all who tried to make a crossing on 
the river. Finally, in 1892, the 
Southern Pacific successfully com- 
pleted a railroad bridge across the 
canyon. 

As motor travel increased, so did 
the demands for a highway bridge 
across the Pecos. In June of 1923, 
an old canyon-bottom river crossing 
was replaced by the original Pecos 
River highway bridge. It was some 
50 feet above the water level and far 
above any recorded flood crests. 

This bridge served a steadily in- 
creasing number of travelers until 


Wi i/, 

NX © 
> 

Anniversary Feature 


21 


4 " - 
ela : ras 
ats 6 tk 
r + 
yor’ es Ee - oe $. - = 
f . y he “ a 
“ B = 
a n =a 
a 
» PP - 
Uy — & r% bck . 
4 a a 
iy 
> Se 
% ; = £ 
«2B £ S - 
4 ~ aa r % > = 
- be 
_— 
Ee 
ba 7 
Tike >» = 
€ 


THE CONQUERED—Predecessor of today’s proud giant astride the Pecos was 50 feet above normal water level, far above recorded flood crests. 


BEFORE THE FLOOD—Torrential rains on June 14, 1954, left a mass of rock and other material on 1954. In June of that year, a 20-inch 
es of old bridge: bvehs dove later it was aie . . . the bridge was washed out. rain in the Pecos watershed sent an 
= 86-foot wall of water roaring down the 
Pecos canyon. On the night of June 
26 the wild flood waters washed out 

the bridge. The river had won. 

Approximately 80 miles upstream 
the raging Pecos also destroyed the 
highway bridge on US 290 at Shef- 
field. 

A few days after the flood, Main- 
tenance Operations Division in Austin 
received a letter from the Del Rio 
District Office. Pictures of the effects 
of a torrential rain on the bridge on 
June 14 also were sent and described 
in the letter. 

But the last paragraph of the letter 
noted that the June 14 pictures were 


_ IN FLOOD’S WAKE, A SEARCH—Army engineers camped by the Pecos search for body of a soldier swept off the bridge the night it washed out. Searchers 
worked around the clock for weeks, but never found the body. They did, however, salvage what was left of the two spans to be sold as junk by the Department. 


OPEN TO TRAFFIC—Within 57 days after the first high bridge was washed complete on the approaches, and sections of the old bridge are still in 


out, the Department had a new low water bridge open. Paving is in- the stream, but vehicles once again cross the Pecos. 
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somewhat outdated, since the flood of — 
the 26th had washed out the bridge. | 

After the flood, it took the Depart- ; 
ment only 57 days to get a low water, 7] 
interim bridge installed. But it was — 
a period of economic hardship for ; 
towns along the highway. a 

The Pecos tolerated this intrusion 
for less than a year. On July 19, | 
1955, the low water bridge was — 
destroyed by flood. 

The Department was quick to re-— 
taliate and by August 3, 1955, a new 
low water bridge was open to traffic — 
across the Pecos. This bridge lasted | 
until the very day the present bridge ~ 
was dedicated in April 1957. On the - 
night of the dedication, the Pecos — 
rose and washed out the second low 
water bridge. : 

The Department, of course, con- 
quered the river with the opening of | 
the great new high bridge. It is 273 
feet above the normal water line and ~ 
the highest bridge in Texas. 

The Department has conquered the — 
Pecos, but the river and the land — 
around it did not give up easily. Here, 


in pictures, is evidence of their re- 
sistance. Mf 


FATAL ACCIDENT—The driver of this truck was fatally injured when his 
truck overturned, skidded into the guardrail of the low water bridge and 


IGNORED SIGN—A luckier truck driver told investigators he paid no 
attention to signs warning that vehicles should be left in 


went over the embankment. The accident happened in 1954. The trucker 
apparently failed to notice two “10 miles per hour’ 


the approach to the bridge. 


warning signs on 


low gear. 
Before reaching the low water bridge, the truck’s brakes failed and it 


went off the bridge. The crash was in May 1955 before the low water bridge 
washed out. Driver escaped serious injury. 


RETALIATION—Affter the first low water bridge washed out, the Department quickly 
built a second one. Work on the second bridge, opened to traffic in August 1955, 


is shown in these pictures. This bridge, too, was later destroyed by the Pecos. 
Remains of its predecessor are still in evidence. 


BARBECUE IN YOAKUM 


It took a heap of barbecued chickens to feed the 700 persons who came to 
pay tribute to the Highway Department on its 50th anniversary. 


District Right of Way Agent Ralph Rinn and 
Mrs. Rinn were among the 176 employees of 


the Yoakum office honored at the community 
appreciation barbecue. 
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EARLY 700 PERSONS jammed Turner Hall in 

Yoakum on August 18 for the Yoakum Chamber 
of Commerce-sponsored barbecue honoring employees 
of District 13’s office headquarters and observing the 
Highway Department’s 50th anniversary. 

Guest speaker for the occasion was Herbert C. 
Petry Jr., State Highway Commission member, who 


expressed appreciation to the people of Yoakum for — 


their confidence in the Highway Department. 


Petry paid tribute to M. G. Cornelius, district 


highway engineer from 1950 to 1964, and to present 
District Engineer H. C. Veazey. 

The Commission member said praise also was 
“due to those most involved in effecting highway 
projects’in the area; namely, chambers of commerce, 
commissioners, county judges, committeemen, and 
those people who were instrumental in obtaining the 
move of the District 13 headquarters from La Grange 
to Yoakum in 1929. 

Assistant State Highway Engineer J. C. Dingwall 
spoke briefly and expressed appreciation to the people 
of Yoakum for the tribute being given the Department. 
Dingwall praised the Yoakum district headquarters 
and commented on the number of young men, saying 
that the Yoakum office was one of the “youngest” in 
the state. 

Division heads from the main office in Austin 
who attended the barbecue included Howard L. Arno, 
Secondary Roads; Corneil G. Curtis Jr., Insurance; 
Sam Huff, Aid Projects; Harry A. Johnson, Finance; 
H. D. DeBerry Jr., Personnel; Archie H. Christian, 
Right of Way; A. W. Eatman, Materials and Tests; 
and Joe E. Wright, Planning Survey. 

B. L. DeBerry, district engineer from Dallas, was 
also present. M& 


Compliments were the order of the day as citizens jammed Turner Hall, 
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Assistant State Highway Engineer J. C. Dingwall 
commends District 13 personnel and pays tribute 
to Henry Paulus, W. T. Browning and the late 
Homer Seekamp who were instrumental in 
securing the district office for Yoakum. 


District Engineer H. C. Veazey thanks Yoakum 
for the appreciation barbecue honoring District 
13 personnel. Veazey has been associated with 
the Yoakum office since 1936. 


A Short Course Highlight 


HIGHLIGHT OF THE an- 

nual Highway Short Course at 
Texas A&M in November will be 
the presentation of the first annual 
Gibb Gilchrist and Dewitt C. Greer 
Awards. 

John S. Redditt of Lufkin, a 
former chairman of the Texas High- 
way Commission, established the 
two awards to recognize Texas 
Highway Department engineers for 
outstanding service to the people of 
the State of Texas in their work 
with the Highway Department. 

Each award will consist of 
$1,000 in cash and an appropriate 
plaque. Also, the name of each 
winner will be displayed in the 
Highway Research Center of Texas 
A&M. 

In accordance with Mr. Redditt’s 
request, the Board of Directors of 
Texas A&M has assumed respon- 
sibility for holding the endowment 
in trust, making final selection of 
award winners and presenting the 
awards on an appropriate occasion 
such as the Highway Short Course. 

The president of Texas A&M has 
appointed three men to the Award 
Selection Committee: Charles E. 
Simons of Dallas, chairman; Wel- 
don Hart of Austin, and Dr. M. T. 
Harrington of Texas A&M. Follow- 
ing the procedures established for 
making the awards, the Highway 
Department will furnish to the Se- 
lection Committee a list of candi- 
dates and their achievements sub- 
mitted by district engineers and 
division heads. From this list, the 
Award Selection Committee will 
choose one winner for each award. 


Primary basis for selection of 
award winners will be their contri- 


bution to the development of high- 
ways in Texas. 

Those eligible for the awards are 
highway engineers who are or have 
been employees of the Texas High- 
way Department for at least four 
years, and who are actively engaged 
in some phase of highway engineer- 
ing—planning, design, construction, 
maintenance, bridges, materials and 
research, or traffic. In the interest 
of recognizing and stimulating con- 
tributions from those advancing in 
the ranks, the state highway engi- 
neer and his principal staff as- 
sistants are not to be considered 
candidates for the awards. 

An attorney in Lufkin, John S. 
Redditt has long displayed an 
interest in Texas highways and the 
Texas Highway Department. He 
was chairman of the Texas High- 
way Commission from 1945 to 
1949, and is a former president of 
the Texas Good Roads Association. 
He represented the Lufkin area for 
eight years in the Texas Senate, and 
during those years he handled most 
of the highway legislation. His long 
career in public service also includes 
two terms as president of the Lufkin 
Chamber of Commerce and two 
terms on the Lufkin School Board. 
From 1961 to 1964, Redditt served 
as a member of the Board of 
Regents of The University of Texas. 

Of the awards, State Highway 
Engineer D. C. Greer said, “The 
wonderful generosity of Mr. Redditt 
and his objective are self-evident. 
In my estimation this will be a great 
contribution to maintaining the high 
standards of Departmental morale 
and further development of the 
esprit de corps so outstanding in 
the Department.” 


Eugene Munselle poses proudly beside a flower 
bed in “his’’ roadside park. 


There’s a special roadside park just north of Tahoka on US Highway 
87 in Lynn County. 

And it’s special because District 5 Maintenance Construction Fore- 
man Eugene Munselle has made it that way. 

Munselle’s work has won the admiration of tourists and Lynn County 
residents alike and was the subject of a story in the August issue of TEXAS 
CO-OP POWER magazine. 

Not satisfied with just doing what is expected of him, several years 
ago Munselle put a box on a post with free Texas maps for tourists who 
stopped in the park. The reaction was so good that now Munselle’s idea 
has resulted in a service feature at many roadside parks throughout the 
state. 

Munselle’s association with “his” park goes back to 1937 when he 
was among the crew which built it and planted it with trees. 

“It was just about completely buried by sand storms a couple of 
times during the drought years of the 50’s,” he recalls. 

But he and his men dug it out, got the irrigation well going, replanted 
grass and got the flowers blooming again. 

Munselle starts such flowers as chrysanthemums at his home in 
Tahoka and transplants them in huge beds at the park. 

As a result of Munselle’s initiative and energy, the Lynn County 
roadside park probably would do well in competition with most city parks. 

But Munselle isn’t really concerned about winning prizes. His main 
concern is keeping the park “special” for motorists along US 87. @ 


Motorists enjoy the beauty of Munselle’s roadside park and take a Texas map from the dispenser by the car. Munselle originated the idea of 
providing maps, now a service in many parks throughout the state. 
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Other freeways have been an- 
“nounced, constructed and put into 

ise around Dallas, sending traffic 

peeding in all directions. But there 


is one freeway — the vital link be- 


tween Central Expressway and 
Stemmons Freeway—which is well 
on its way to becoming the most 


_ “reluctant'’ freeway in Dallas’ his- 
_ tory. 


_ Service road construction is com- 
ing along on the freeway from Cen- 
tral Expressway to Field Street. But 


no work has been done on the ele- 


vated freeway yet. The Texas High- 

ay Department has to wait on 
local government to get together on 
‘the land. The highway department 
will pay construction costs of the 


_ freeway itself. 


Houston Chronicle, dateline Luf- 


__ kin — County Commissioner L. T. 


Wiggs) Parker of Pollok apparently 
is something fishy 
about Angelina County’s latest two 
Farm to Market roads. 

The roads, designated by the 
abbreviation ‘‘FM"’ by the State 


_ Highway Dept., both lead to lake- 
_ side parks on the Sam Rayburn 


reservoir. 

Parker, voting with the commis- 
sion to accept the roads, added that 
the highway department ‘‘can call 
them ‘FM’ all right — Fish to Mar- 
ket." 


Uvalde Leader-News, flashing 
the word—Legislature investigates 
Highway Department for recklessly 


- spending money. Report shows that 


the Department spent nearly 
$350,000 for salaries and $273,000 
for road construction. This all hap- 
pened in 1919. This year this same 
governmental agency is spending 
$93,406,301 for salaries and $379 
million for road construction. No 
investigation. 

The Highway Department is the 
state’s largest agency and we will 
venture that it is the best managed. 


Houston Post, pointing out safety 
measures—A quiet campaign has 
been undertaken on the nation’s 
roads, a campaign whose lack of 
noise bears little relation to its cost 
or importance to the safety of the 
motoring public. 

The campaign is aimed at elimi- 
nating built-in engineering road 
hazards. They are hazards that 
could only have been guessed at 
when the multibillion dollar federal 
highway construction program was 
begun more than a decade ago. 

Corrective measures, for which 
the federal government will now 
pay 90 per cent of the cost include: 
Breakaway poles that snap _ off 
harmlessly when struck for all road- 
side signs and light fixtures; re- 
placement of guardrails that steer 
careening cars head-on into bridge 
abutments; burial of dangerous 
guardrail ends in the ground; place- 
ment of efficient, shock-absorbing 
guardrails around concrete bridge 
piers which now have none; and 
removing unnecessary construction 
clutter from crowded interchange 
areas. 


Dallas Times Herald, revealing— 
The Texas Turnpike Authority is 
now planning to open the Dallas- 
Fort Worth Turnpike to free public 
travel in 1977. 


Wichita Falls Times bylines Car- 
roll Copelin ——- Based upon that 
golden rule of economics which 
measures a ‘‘good deal’’ by the re- 
turn on a dollar invested, the 
$4,940,000 Kell Blvd. project ap- 
pears to be the biggest bargain 
being offered Wichitans in the Sept. 


28, $15,440,000 capital improve- 
ments bond election. 
Labeled only as ‘‘Kell Freeway, 


FM 369 to State Highway 240,” 
this project—if approved by voters 
—promises not only an approxi- 
mate four to one return on each 
dollar Wichitans are being asked to 
put up, but could, conceivably, go 
a long way in gaining an interstate 
highway designation for the city. 


Since such a system would be 
built to interstate highway specifica- 
tions and hopefully completed by 
the time a bid for the interstate 
designation of a highway from Okla- 
homa City to El Paso via Wichita 
Falis is made, it could go a long 
way in swaying favorable opinion. 


San Angelo Standard-Times, from 
Del Rio—The Texas Highway De- 
partment got nothing but pats on 
the back here Wednesday when it 
unveiled a new four-lane through- 
way at Del Rio's gateway to Mexico. 

Not one of 100 persons at a pub- 
lic hearing in Del Rio Civic Center 
opposed the proposed relocation of 
Spur 239. 

The spur, also known as U.S. 
Highway 277 spur, currently runs a 
narrow course through the city’s 
business sector, past two of Del 
Rio’s schools before taking a 
deathly bend and joining the north 
end of the international bridge at 
the Rio Grande. 

Safety for motorists and Del 
Rioans as well and the beautifica- 
tion of the United States border 
entrances into Mexico were two fac- 
tors singled out as needs for the 
new thoroughfare. 


San Antonio Express, editorializ- 
ing —— Resurfacing of expressway 
segments during the night-time 
hours is a good move arranged by 
the Texas Highway Dept. 

A contract calls for overlay work 
to be done between 6:30 p.m. and 
7:30 a.m. on more than 12 miles 
of existing expressway lanes. 

Convenience of the motorist was 
a major consideration in the high- 
way engineers’ decision and local 
expressway users should be duly 
impressed. Not often is this high 
degree of cooperativeness to be 
found among public agencies. 

The highway department's volun- 
tary effort to reduce confusion is 
appreciated. Hopefully, it might 
prompt other administrative bodies 
to pay more attention to the public 
convenience. 
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ae _ bridge engineer on the Inter-American Highway. 5 
In July 1964, Courter was working in Maryland, = 
and decided to retire early. He returned to Texas — 


a assignments took him to Costa Re 1943 as 


and accepted a job with the Texas Highway Depart- 
ment. 

A graduate of The University of Texas, Courter 
was a member of the “T”. Association. He also had a 
degree from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. 
Courter was a member of Tau Beta Phi, American 
Society of Civil Engineers, Texas Society of Profes- 
sional Engineers, and National Society of Professional 
Engineers. 

Courter collapsed while mowing his yard, but his 
health apparently had been excellent until then. 

“In fact,” says Drew DeBerry, “Wayne never was 
sick a day in his life and he looked great the day before 
his death. We were all shocked and saddened to lose 
this fine engineer and kind-hearted friend.” 

Courter is survived by his wife, Martha Virginia; 
a son, Dr. Robert W. Courter of Wyoming; a daughter, 
Mrs. R. N. Pierce; and father, Guy Courter, both of 
Baton Rouge; and five grandchildren. @ 
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AWARDS 


(As of October 31, 1967) 


40 Years 
Accounting Division 
Glynn W. Drake, Fiscal Officer I 
District 10 
Willis R. Monroe, Maintenance Construction Superintenaen 


District 13 
Emil A. Hessler, Skilled Laborer 


District 22 
George B. Brooke, Maintenance Construction Foreman III 


District 24 
Norman O. Miller, Maintenance Construction Supervisor II 


35 Years 
Aid Division 
Samuel L. Huff, Engineer of Aid Projects 
Maintenance Operations Division 
B. J. Greer, Accountant [I 
District 2 
Tom Frazier Jr., Senior Resident Engineer 
District 15 
George S. Meyer, Supervising Resident Engineer 
District 16 
Robert McFarland, Maintenance Construction Foreman III 
District 17 
Charlie H. Dreyer, Skilled Laborer 
District 18 
Clinton F. Gilliam, Engineering Technician IV 
District 21 
John C. Herrera, District Designing Engineer 


District 23 
Erle C. Mayo Sr., Supervising Resident Engineer 


30 Years 


District 1 
William H. Porter, Semi-Skilled Laborer 


District 3 
Paul J. Brown, Engineering Technician V 


District 4 
Kenneth W. Kerbow, Engineering Technician V 


District 5 
C. E. Brown, Skilled Laborer 


District 8 


Newial P. Windham, Maintenance Construction Foreman III 


District 10 
Willie A. Cecil, Skilled Laborer 


District 15 
John L. Copenhaver, Right of Way Agent II 


District 20 
Jacob A. Hyde, Engineering Technician V 


District 21 
Ellis S. Walters, Maintenance Construction Supervisor II 


District 25 
Jahu W. Tarver, Skilled Laborer 


25 Years 


District 3 
Charlie G. Sims, Skilled Laborer 


District 7 
Amos H. Keith, Skilled Laborer 


District 8 


William O. Barton, Watchman I 
Hannah F. Huey, Accountant I 


District 9 


Thurman T. Jones, Skilled Laborer 
Henry Rochell, Skilled Laborer 


District 10 
James T. Hortman, Skilled Laborer 


District 18 
Thomas A. Wagner, Engineering Technician IV 


District 19 
Steve R. Daniel, Skilled Laborer 


District 20 
Ceaser Buchanan, Maintenance Construction Foreman II 


RETIREMENTS 


Equipment and Procurement Division 
Fronie E. Krolezyk, Secretary III 


Materials and Tests Division 


Willard H. Moore, Supervising Materials Research Engineer 


District 1 
John E. McTaggart, Semi-Skilled Laborer 


District 2 
J. C. Dawson, Semi-Skilled Laborer 


District 4 
Bruce W. Forney, Skilled Laborer 
Pete Styner, District Designing Engineer 
District 6 
Garlen C. Eubanks, Engineering Technician IV 
Tyra O. Harris, Materials Analyst II 
Henry M. Shannon, Engineering Technician V 
District 9 
Lewis A. Brewer, Semi-Skilled Laborer 


District 11 
Nathan H. Corbitt, Skilled Laborer 


District 12 
L. D. Pollock, Marine Foreman II 
Ruby P. Pressly, Accounting Clerk III 
Limuel H. Sowell, Skilled Laborer 
District 13 
Guadalupe Ramirez, Semi-Skilled Laborer 


District 17 
Ruby B. Buchanan, Clerical Supervisor IV 


Robert Crane, Skilled Laborer 
Aaron B. Nixon, Skilled Laborer 
William D. Slatter, Skilled Laborer 
District 18 
John A. Douglas, Semi-Skilled Laborer 
District 19 
Robert J. Willson, Skilled Laborer 
District 20 
John H. DeLacie, Assistant Fiscal Officer 
District 21 
Tomas Barrera, Skilled Laborer 
District 22 
Jesse L. McNeely, Skilled Laborer 
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LANDSLIDE on 1H30. 


ae a : oe HIFTING SHALE and falling fill 

: ; . shook more than a bridge when 
400,000 cubic feet of earth collapsed ~ 
part of a new Interstate 30 roadbed 
and buckled a 600-foot bridge over 
the East Fork Trinity River bed. 

The landslide occurred two miles 
west of Rockwall in the early morning 
hours of July 30 and involved fill in 
a new embankment being constructed 
to raise the elevation of IH 30 above 
the high-water mark of the proposed 


ft a “he, ‘whe “ So eet. new Lake Hubbard. Engineers are 
I Pe a vcs : * not certain what caused the slide, but 
This yawning crevasse opened when 400,000 cubic feet of earth slipped and threatened a bridge attribute it to geological shale for- 
on Interstate 30 west of Rockwall in District 18. mation that shifted about 30 feet be- 


low the surface of the new roadbed. 
District Maintenance Engineer Gro- 


Westbound lanes on the bridge dipped three feet when supports crumpled, and two-way ver Green says District 18 personnel 
traffic had to be routed over eastbound lanes. The bridge will be removed to make way 


for a new Lake Ray Hubbard as soon as the raised route on the embankment is completed. 


= 


means. 


i ee et SRST stine, 
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did not know whether the damaged 
bridge would be wiped out. Engineers 
in the district kept a close watch on 
the bridge for further settlement, and 
maintenance men worked day and 
night directing traffic and preparing 
detour signs to reroute traffic should 
it become necessary. 

The slide collapsed only the north- 
columns of the westbound structure, 
causing traffic lanes to drop about 
three feet. The eastbound structure 
held firm and two-way traffic was 
routed on it. 

The damaged bridge was due for 
removal as soon as the new higher 
lanes were completed. Water from 
the new lake will cover the area. 

The contractor on the project was 
moved to quick action, too. His bull- 
dozers removed dirt from the land- 
slide and placed it under the bridge 
to act as a counterweight and pre- 
vent further movement of the slide. 
Cracked columns under the eastbound 
structure were repaired with epoxy, 
and metal collars secured around the 
columns will prevent further damage. 

He quickly completed two west- 
bound lanes on top of the 25-foot em- 
bankment to divert that traffic from 
the eastbound lanes on the damaged 
bridge. With the dangerous crevasse 
filled in and the embankment 
smoothed, westbound motorists now 
see no signs of the night the earth 
moved, unless they look below and 
note crumpled supports of the old 
bridge. 

Before long, not even that evidence 
will remain. The embankment will 
eventually cover the river bed where 
the bridge now stands, and the multi- 
lane Interstate 30 plus tracks of the 
Texas and Pacific Railway will over- 
look the blue waters of the new Lake 
Ray Hubbard. @ 


Contractors’ tractors moved out quickly (above) to complete two lanes on the 
embankment for use by westbound traffic, and to push part of the slide material 
under the bridge to forestall more slippage (below). 


Epoxy and metal collars secured 


cracked columns on the eastbound structure of the bridge. 
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Te and “from Our Readers 


50th Nostalgia 


There have been many com- 
ments on the Fiftieth Anniversary 
issue of TEXAS HIGHWAYS, and 
most appreciated are the ones that 
say the book brought back old 
memories. 

For example, retired engineer J. 
A. Teamer Jr. wrote from Tyler, 
“Just a casual perusal of it created 
a feeling of nostalgia and a desire 
to add to the good old stories that 
are in it. Some of those ‘Kin to 
Caint’ ones are so true. I had a 
youngun in my survey party in 
1928 who said that his boy was 
over a year old before he ever saw 
him in daylight except on Sunday.” 


Festivals, Fairs, Flower Shows 
and Fox Hunts 


Texas’ increasing popularity as 
a winter vacationland is illustrated 
by nearly 300 fairs, festivals and 
celebrations scheduled during the 
fall and winter months, as listed 
in the semiannual Texas Calendar 


of Events just released by the 
Travel and Information Division. 

Significant among the total are 
55 festivals scheduled in the Rio 
Grande Valley and Gulf Coast 
regions, where new visitor records 
are topped each year by more 
tourists from northern climes. 

The fall and winter events cal- 
endar covers six months from Oc- 
tober through March. But as a 
special reminder, the final listing 
is April 6: Opening day of Hemis- 
Fair ’68! 

Though some October events 
may be affected by the results of 
Hurricane Beulah’s rampage, it is 
expected that visitor facilities and 
services will be interrupted only 
temporarily. 

The Calendar of Events is dis- 
tributed free to travelers at eight 
Highway Department Tourist Bu- 
reaus, and is available by mail 
from the Travel & Information 
Division of the Department, Box 
5064, Austin 78708. 


Plastic Pansy Planters? 

A California highway commis- 
sioner believes plastic shrubs 
should be used to beautify high- 
ways, because they wouldn’t re- 
quire watering. They might be 
Sater: 100. oe 
breakaway tree trunks? 


How About Apple? 


would you believe - 


ee a 


Most of us had already commit- — 
ted our pay raises to a better way — 
of living by the time we got them. — 
One employee said he began living ~ 


on his a year ago. 


The most spe- 


cific use for a pay raise we've — 
heard about came from Grover — 


Green and Marquis Goode in Dal- 
las. When their favorite cafeteria 


went up 10 cents on its strawberry | 


pie a few months ago, they gave 
it up. But with the new pay raise 
they decided to splurge and have a 
big slice. 

“With our luck, though,” de- 
clared Grover, “strawberries will 
probably be out of season by then.” 


il 
SO You SEE 


Ae 


A 


LAMeES, WE'VE FOUND THAT IT 


WOULD COST LESS TO BYPASS 'LITTLERORO' THAN 
IT WOULD TO BEAUTIFY IT.” 


Sf Wie 4s 
‘New look for litter barrels. Bob Hamner, Plan- 
‘ning Survey Division, sent in this picture taken 
by Mrs. A. A. Abernathy of Glen Rose. Main- 
tenance men at the nearby maintenance section 
cut the forms and painted them. Then county 
judge’s son Bob Summers applied the art work. 
The barrels are on SH 144 north of Glen Rose. 


_ Keep Them Ideas Coming 
Susie Philp and the Travel and 
- Information Division teamed up to 
help make the nation aware that 
red reflectors on freeway lanes, 
exit and entrance ramps, tell a 
driver he’s headed in the wrong 
_ direction. Susie took a firm stand 
_ on the inside front cover of our 
August issue, holding a sign on an 
exit ramp that read “Wrong 
Way.” Her picture, along with ap- 
propriate caption and a press re- 
lease, was sent to many newspa- 
pers and magazines throughout 
the state. 

Now comes word from the 
_ American Road Builders’ Associa- 
tion that it has put the Depart- 
ment’s slogan—Red Means Wrong 
—in its publication, Jdea Bank. 


_ Short Course Preview 

Program areas for the Forty- 
first Annual Highway Short 
Course have been selected and sug- 
gestions for topics have been 
collected from all the districts. The 
short course, which will begin on 
Tuesday, November 28 at Texas 
A&M, will cover: geometric design 
and traffic operation; structures 


and hydraulics; materials and con- 
struction; pavement design and 
evaluation; right of way; manage- 
ment; and roadway maintenance. 
Management sessions have proved 
to be among the most popular at 
the short course. 

District engineers and division 
heads will meet the day before the 
short course begins. 

Charles J. Keese, director of the 
Texas Transportation Institute, is 
general chairman for the three-day 
meeting. Requests for room res- 
ervations should be addressed to: 
Office of Continuing Education, 
Memorial Student Center, Texas 
A&M University, College Station, 
Texas 77843. 


Wait’ll Next year 

“How would football fans react 
to the news of a turnover of 
coaches at West Point, Oklahoma, 
Vermont, Michigan, Ohio, Iowa, 
California, Montana, Texas, and 
Georgia during a single season?” 

This was the startling lead on a 
recent press release from the Geor- 
gia Highway Department. The 
release compared the retirement 
of top highway officials to coaches 
leaving their teams. It listed high- 
way officials who have retired this 
year and those who will be retiring 
soon. Federal Highway Adminis- 
trator Rex Whitton was the first 
to retire, in January, and H. H. 
Huckeba will succeed State High- 
way Engineer F. P. King in Geor- 
gia next January. 

Others listed include Texas 
State Highway Engineer D. C. 
Greer, Vermont Highway Commis- 
sioner Russell A. Holden, Califor- 
nia State Highway Engineer J. C. 
Womack, Iowa Chief Engineer 
L. W. Clauson, Michigan Highway 
Director Howard E. Hill, Montana 
State Highway Engineer Paul M. 
Johnson, Ohio Chief Engineer 
C. H. Makeever, and Oklahoma 
Director of Highways Frank D. 
Lyons. 


ASCE President-Elect 

Frank H. Newman Jr. of Hous- 
ton is president-elect of the Ameri- 
can Society of Civil Engineers. 
Newman, who is executive vice 
president and co-owner of the 
Houston-based consulting engi- 
neering firm of Lockwood, An- 
drews & Newman, was nominated 
to the office in May. He took office 
October 18 at the annual meeting 
of the 60,000-member society. 

Newman received his BS degree 
in civil engineering from Texas 
A&M University and did graduate 
work in soil mechanics and founda- 
tions at The University of Texas. 
He worked as an engineer for the 
Texas Highway Department and 
the City of Beaumont prior to join- 
ing the US Army Corps of Engi- 
neers in World War II. 


Elizabeth Friday, District 11 senior draftsman 
in Lufkin, retires this month after 35 years’ 


service with the Highway Department. Mrs. Fri- 
day began working with the Department as a 
special labor typist at 35 cents an hour and in 
1942 took war emergency courses sponsored by 
Texas A&M to become qualified to move up to 
the drafting department. Speaking of her career, 
Mrs. Friday said, “You know, doing work you 
like is one of the most important things in the 
world and I’ve really enjoyed this.” 
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© Lufkin District Engineer J. M. 
York received the following letter: 

I take great delight in telling the 
Texas Highway Department about the 
courtesy of one of their employees, 
Mr. J. E. Dominy of Livingston. 

A friend and I were on our way to 
Houston last Saturday afternoon and 
14 miles out of Livingston we had a 
flat. Everyone passed us, but Mr. 
Dominy stopped immediately and 
graciously changed the tire. We shall 
never forget Mr. Dominy or the State 
Highway Department. You are “A 
Number 1” in my memories of travel- 
ing in the State of Texas. 

Mary Emma Binion 
Lufkin 


@ We liked Six Flags, Astrodome, 
San Antonio, both John Wayne’s and 
real Alamo, the trees around Houston, 
etc. Why isn’t the battleship Texas 
in Vietnam where it is needed? 

Los Angeles, California 


@ Please send me your free in- 
formation on Texas and travel in- 
formation. My teacher got them and 
put them on the door for open house 
and everyone said they were beautiful. 
My boyfriends saw the bathing beau- 
ties and WOW! That’s what they are 
sending for. But I want every picture 
that you have like my teacher got. 

Pam Norman 
Grand Prairie 


@ Thank you for your generous 
response to my request for display 
material for use in conjunction with 
our postgraduate highway engineer- 
ing course at the City University, Lon- 
don. 


See eS 


The Sun Has Riz, 
The Sun Has Set, 
And Here We Is, 
In Texas Yet... 


o eater et 
-RERG B= 47s 


As you know, the British motorway 
(freeway) program is a modest one 
which aims at 1,000 miles of motor- 
way construction before about 1972. 
The great problem of urban express- 
way construction on this small, 
crowded island has not really been 
tackled. It seems that the British high- 
way construction program is ripe for 
an accelerated expansion and there 
is much that can learnt from the 
much greater experience of construc- 
tion of high class highways in the 
United States. 


I believe that the photographs which 
you have sent may serve to inspire 
some of our students and encourage 
them to look outside this country for 
alternative solutions to their highway 
construction problems. Personally, 
they give me a small twinge of regret 
that I am no longer working in North 
America. 


Dr. Keith B. Wallace 
Department of 
Engineering 

The City University 
London, England 


e I feel there is a matter that should 
be brought to the attention of the 
department who is spending our 
money for blacktop patch work which 
is being done on Highway 35 at West, 
Texas, between Waco and Hillsboro. 
This project is reaching the stage of 
completion I am sure, but where the 
patch work has been done the road is 
in a rougher condition than before the 
topping was started. 

At each end of the topping it looks 
like someone has just taken a shovel 
and thrown the topping at the road 


asphaltic concrete has to be “tailed” 


and then it was rolled, leaving a 
rough approach. The baze concre 
shows all through the patch. _ 

This is something I really 
should be looked into by the pro 
authorities for I do not believe that 
the work should be paid for until 
better job has been done. 


Roy A. Lamb 
Corpus Christi 


(Ed. Note: District Engineer Elton B. 
Evans clarified the patching proce- 
dure. The work was being done in 
three stages: First, a level-up course 
of asphaltic concrete is applied to 
eliminate major depressed areas be- — 
tween swells caused by highly expan-— 
sive underlying clay. At this stage the — 


to zero thickness, resulting in spalled 
places near the end of the patch. 
Second, a machine level-up course will | 
be applied. Third, a final finished sur- | 
face will be added. These three stages 
often take as long as one year.) 


@ We want to express to you what 
must be an old story and that is that 
overall Texas has the best highways 
of any area where we traveled. We no- 
ticed with considerable interest on our 
trip home the new rest area facilities 
being installed on Interstate 35 in the 
Austin area. We are particularly ap- 
preciative of the fine shoulders, bar 
ditches and wide rights of way on 
Texas highways and roads. These 
were conspicuous by their absence in 
other areas even where the roadbed 
itself was most adequate. 


Ed Slaughter, manager 
Weslaco Chamber of Commerce 


\ \ 
Community and industrial development go hand in hand with Interstate construction, as 
evidenced by this picture of Odessa’s superhighway. Interstate Highway 20, which slices 
through Odessa’s industrial complex, was opened to traffic in mid-December, from three 
miles east of Midland to FM 1936 west of Odessa. Note broad right of way and structures at 
each interchange. At present, 476 miles, or 75 per cent, of IH 20 is open across the state. 
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